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7 May 2021 

Dear members of the St Mary’s DSG community 

Memorial Service of the late Lady Moipone Nnawe 
 
On 6 May 2021, we held a memorial service for Lady who was the supervisor in the 
kitchen. The service was attended by pupils, staff and Lady’s family. The tributes given 
for Lady attested to the legacy of care and dedication that she left. It was heartwarming 
to watch a video of Old Girls who spoke about how Lady loved and cared for them. 
Lady was greatly loved by her colleagues and the girls, and she will be greatly missed. 
 

Mathematical Literacy gets practical 

Measurement is one of the five topics in Mathematical Literacy. In Grade 10 we start 

this section off with a practical class.  

How many pupils know that their own body can be used as a tape measure? The girls 

measured out the length of the class in steps, then measured their shoe’s length and 

hence determined the length of the class. Other distances had to be realistically 

estimated and then measured. We had fun walking around the school, estimating the 

length and checking it against a GPS watch. The winner was rewarded with sweets 

every time! The girls got to know the value of measurement in the practical world and 

enjoyed the lesson.  
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Technology: Our Grade 9 stars were using LEGO to study structural reinforcement in 

Technology. 
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Debs Event on 15 May: 

Our Grade 10A, 10P and 10N tutor classes have been hard at work in preparation 

for their event next week Saturday.  

We have some wonderful sponsors for our event such as Spar, which assists us in 

generating more income for our outreach programme. We encourage our St Mary’s 

DSG community to come and support our Grade 10 students and enjoy the morning 

with us.  

 

Grade 8 Term 2 Reading Competition: “The Outsiders” 

 
Answer the questions based on the novel:   

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton  
by clicking on the following competition entry link:   

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7_Nb5YdqXk
OFpk3SELT2kpw1uHmS909Or_KnVhDWtWZUOTlXMkZYWlhHWExPM
UVVRU1VR0c2SkozTi4u 
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Why study an orchestral instrument? 
 
As the job market changes, many traditionally safe professions will come under 
increasing pressure from the digital revolution. 
 
The arts, however, have proved to be immune to a great extent to replacement by new 
technologies: the very fact of human imagination, spontaneity, intuition and even 
imprecision are what make live performances particularly exciting. 
 
The advent of sampling of instruments has not had the impact once thought by many, 
and live orchestral music has been actually increasing its presence in South Africa. 
The Johannesburg Ballet, for example, will soon be performing again with live 
orchestra, and the collaboration between orchestra and ballet will be repeated already 
later on in the year. 
 
So whereas ten to twenty years ago, orchestral music might have been regarded as a 
sunset industry, local and global trends have proved the opposite. 
 
Anyone can easily find all the great educational reasons for studying a musical 
instrument online, as we have done for the most part of 2020. It is said that the physical 
and mental discipline is similar to learning many martial arts. It is absolutely astounding 
to see how much of the brain is active on scans when one is playing an instrument. 
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But beyond the obvious reasons, the orchestra provides a particular training in working 
as a team, and an extremely helpful way to become aware of the dynamics of 
teamwork that nearly all of us will encounter in the workplace after school. And, of 
course, it is socially great fun! Below is a link to a presentation where you can meet all 
our music teachers at St Mary’s DSG. 
Meet our music teachers 
 

Have a wonderful weekend and a great week ahead. 

 

Mrs Odelle Howard 
Head of School 
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